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Performance Instructions
The piece alternates between two tempos. The first ( ) should have an andante feel 

(equivalent to  within a  /  bar). The second is very slightly faster: its exact speed is less 

important than the sense that the music is pushing forward.

The piece likewise features ritardandi that resolve abruptly (subito) to a faster tempo (bb. 13–

14, 37–38). These should introduce a sense of hesitancy, but need not be too severe.

Time signature changes always preserve the tempo of the common pulse. In particular, the 

duration of a quaver remains constant throughout bb. 58–62, even while the music alternates 

between simple and compound metres.

The  /  passage (bb. 39–46) alternates between two different subdivisions: first , then 

. These subdivisions inform note grouping within  /  bars. Their metric pattern is 

especially apparent in the viola ostinato, and the flute part subdivides relevant  bars in a 

way that matches this ostinato.

The following slur pattern likewise appears in several  /  bars (flute: b. 28; viola: bb. 27, 29, 

53, 84):

Even without a notated change in time signature, this figure should be played with a stress on 

the first note of each slurred group (as if it were a  bar).

The ½ col legno + collé instruction in the viola part (bb. 39–47) indicates that the player 

should use both the hair and the wood of their bow simultaneously, in short strokes stopped 

forcefully on the string.
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